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RELATIONSHIP  TO  SUBSEQUENT  MANAGEMENT  PLANS 


This  publication  is  a  summary  of  the  land  use  decisions  (MFP  3)  which 
will  guide  future  management  actions  for  public  lands  administered  by 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  the  Mount  Dome  area  of  the  Siskiyou 
Resource  Area.  It  also  serves  as  the  Record  of  Decision  (ROD)  for  the 
Mount  Dome  Grazing  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS).  Decisions 
presented  in  this  document  are  the  culmination  of  several  years  of 
intensive  resource  inventory,  evaluation,  planning,  and  EIS  efforts. 

The  grazing  decisions  covered  in  the  land-use  plan  include  a  forage 
allocation  by  allotment  to  livestock,  wild  horses,  and  wildlife.  It 
also  designates  a  season  of  use  for  livestock.  More  detailed  grazing 
decisions  including  phase-in  of  adjusted  livestock  forage  allocations, 
phase-in  of  livestock  season  of  use,  forage  utilization  standards,  and 
proposed  grazing  systems  are  described  in  the  Rangeland  Program  Summary 


DECISIONS  FOR  THE 
MOUNT  DOME  PLANNING  UNIT 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

The  Mount  Dome  Planning  Unit  includes  42,000  acres  of  public  lands 
located  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  Siskiyou  County  and  the  Bryant 
Mountain  area  of  northwestern  Modoc  County,  California.  These  lands  are 
administered  by  the  Redding  District  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  (BLM),  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 
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PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION 


Two  public  meetings  were  held  in  the  planning  unit  in  November  1979, 
attended  by  twenty  people  representing  seven  Mount  Dome  livestock 
operators  and  four  agencies.  Public  participation  was  also  encouraged 
during  the  preparation  of  the  EIS  on  the  Mount  Dome  grazing  management 
program  and  the  environmental  analysis  (EA)  of  off- road-vehicle  area 
designation.  There  were  15  responses  to  the  EIS  and  one  response  to  the 
EA. 


ISSUE  IDENTIFICATION 

The  following  major  issues  for  the  planning  unit  were  identified  by 

using  inventory  data,  information  from  the  public,  and  specialist  professional 

judgment. 

a.  The  allocation  of  vegetation  for  competing  consumptive  uses: 
livestock,  wild  horses,  and  wildlife. 

b.  The  allocation  of  vegetation  for  non-consumptive  uses:  watershed, 
aesthetics,  wildlife,  and  plant  vigor  and  reproduction. 

c.  The  protection  of  bald  eagle  roosts  and  raptor  nesting  areas. 

d.  Conflicts  between  livestock  grazing  and  cultural  resources. 

e.  Conflicts  between  off-road  vehicle  use  and  cultural  resources. 


RECORD  OF  DECISION  FOR  THE  MOUNT  DOME  EIS  PROPOSED  ACTION 


Range  Management  Decision 

Range  management  decision  elements  are  as  specified  in  the  preferred 
alternative  analyzed  in  the  Mount  Dome  EIS. 

Half  of  the  annual  plant  growth  will  be  left  for  non-consumptive  uses 
(watershed,  wildlife  habitat,  etc.)  and  to  enhance  plant  vigor.  Deer 
and  antelope  will  be  allocated  forage  based  on  the  estimated  populations 
(1979)  that  use  the  allotments.  The  remaining  forage  in  the  allotments 
will  be  allocated  to  domestic  livestock  grazing. 

Total  licensed  livestock  grazing  will  be  reduced  37  percent,  from  5,441 
animal  unit  months  (AUMS,  the  forage  required  for  one  cow  and  calf  for 
one  month)  to  3,418  AUMS  (table  1  lists  allocation  by  allotment). 
Different  grazing  treatments  will  be  intitiated,  including  six  allotments 
under  rest  seasonal  and  four  allotments  under  deferred  seasonal  systems. 
One  existing  allotment  will  remain  under  a  rest-rotation  system,  one 
under  a  deferred  seasonal  system,  and  fifteen  allotments  under  continuous 
seasonal  grazing. 
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TABLE  I 

PROPOSED  ALLOCATION  OF  FORAGE  TO  DOMESTIC  LIVESTOCK 


Management  Unit 

Acres  of 

Publ ic 

Land 

AMP 

Devel¬ 

opment 

AMP 

Imple¬ 

mentation 

Livestock 

Allocation 

Current 

Lease 

Situation  (AUMs) 

Rest  Seasonal 

Erics  on,  Don  A U  hi 

1279 

1982 

1983 

bo 

<jn 

Johnson,.  Stanley 

559 

1982 

1983 

74 

111 

Johnson/Dal  ton/Hal 

77 

1982 

1983 

5 

15 

Loveness  Lumber 

685 

1982 

1983 

114 

171 

Deferred  Seasonal 

* 

Cr  iss 

452 

1982 

1985 

23 

50 

? o  r te  rf  i  el  d  Rc  h  1  iwy^ff  M** 

4699 

1982 

1983 

853- 

Truax-Redrock  ^ 

846 

1982 

1985 

46 

153 

Beck  Ranch,  Inc. 

1813 

1982 

1983 

zzi 

257 

Parsons/Robinson  1&2  ^5 

2142 

1982 

1985 

165; 

252 

Tableland s-South  Un it% < r 

1440 

in  effect 

TOO  1/ 

/gnaaotBsatSi  ww 

150  . 

Continuous  Seasonal 

Ericson,  David  -vjtjf  MJuj-ny 

2809 

224  u 

301 

Fa  rnum 

160 

17 

32 

Hadan  Livestock 

2328 

84 

221 

Johnson  Stock  Co. 

2529 

320 

632 

Lange r~  cfy 

2197 

204  "t 

439 

Moore 

120 

5 

KW.  . 

8 

0  ra  h  ood  -wuf  t  fk , 

439 

47 

29 

Parsons 

1340 

85 

177 

Porterfield  Rch  2  .  A 

965 

70 

175 

Seh-ader 

1742 

255 

115 

Si  tes 

760 

152 

Smi  th 

320 

18 

22 

Sullivan 

360 

37 

90 

Taylor  f  ,  k  ^  $  * 

1160 

73  y 

97 

Truax-Sheep  Mtn. 

600 

94 

109 

Rest  Rotation 

Tablelands-North  Unit 

5774 

605 

745 

Total 

37595 

3418 

5441 

Range  projects,  including  vegetation  manipulation  on  3,360  acres,  construction 
of  10  reservoirs,  1.5  miles  of  pipeline,  1  storage  tank,  and  32.5  miles 
of  fence,  will  be  completed  as  funding  permits. 

All  practicable  means  to  avoid  or  minimize  environmental  harm  have  been 
adopted  as  part  of  the  proposed  action  or  the  standard  operating  procedures. 

Periodic  adjustments  of  the  decision  (forage  allocation,  projects,  etc.) 
may  be  necessary  to  achieve  long-term  management  objectives.  To  relate 
vegetation  response  to  management  practices,  five  types  of  monitoring 
studies  will  be  used:  condition,  trend,  production,  utilization  and 
actual  use. 

Details  of  this  decision  and  anticipated  environmental  consequences  of 
implementation  are  discussed  in  the  Mount  Dome  Livestock  Grazing  EIS. 

Rationale  For  Decision 


This  alternative  was  selected  for  implementation  because  it  meets  the 
BLM  objective  of  protecting  and  enhancing  the  vegetation  resource  of  the 
Mount  Dome  Planning  Unit  and  provides  for  a  balanced  use  of  all  resources, 
consumptive  and  non-consumptive,  traditional  and  non-traditional .  The 
vegetation  resource  will  be  allocated  to  provide  for  reasonable  levels 
of  forage  for  livestock,  deer,  antelope,  and  wild  horses. 

The  preferred  alternative  also  recognizes  and  provides  for  human  values 
such  as  visual  resources,  cultural  resources,  and  recreational  opportunities 
found  in  the  planning  unit. 

Unacceptable  Alternatives 

Four  other  range  management  alternatives  were  analyzed  in  the  EIS  and 
were  not  accepted.  A  brief  description  of  each  alternative  and  reasons 
for  rejection  follow: 

No  Action  (Continuation  of  Present  Use):  This  alternative  provides  for 
authorized  livestock  use  to  continue  at  the  present  level  (5,441  AUMs). 
Forage  reserved  for  big  game  use  would  continue  at  the  present  level  of 
700  AUMS.  The  season  of  use,  and  spring  seasonal  turnout  dates  would 
remain  the  same.  The  wild  horse  herd  would  be  kept  at  its  approximate 
present  level  of  20. 

This  alternative  was  not  adopted  because  vegetation  condition  and  trend 
would  generally  continue  to  deteriorate.  Measureable  forage  production 
would  decline  5  percent  (220  AUMs)  in  20  years.  Competition  for  forage 
between  livestock,  big  game,  and  wild  horses  would  remain  high  during 
spring  and  fall  in  some  areas. 
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Exclusive  Use  (Maximize  Livestock  Forage):  All  forage  in  excess  of  non¬ 
consumptive  needs  would  be  allocated  to  livestock.  Archaeological  sites 
would  be  protected.  Other  uses  not  conflicting  with  livestock  grazing 
would  only  be  supported  through  grazing  management.  Big  game  would 
receive  no  forage  allocation.  Wild  horses  would  be  removed  from  the 
area. 

This  alternative  was  not  adopted  because  livestock  grazing  levels  would 
cause  an  unacceptable  rate  of  decline  in  vegetation  condition  and  production 
This  alternative  would  also  remove  the  wild  horse  herd  which  is  unacceptable* 
to  the  general  public,  nationally  and  locally. 

Primitive  Use  Alternative:  Under  this  proposal,  no  livestock  grazing 
would  be  authorized  on  public  lands.  About  140  miles  of  fencing  would 
be  constructed  to  protect  public  lands  from  livestock  use.  The  wild 
horse  herd  would  be  allowed  to  increase  to  a  level  compatible  with  a 
sound  ecological  balance  on  its  present  range  (approximately  47  animals). 

Although  this  alternative  would  result  in  great  resource  improvement,  it 
does  not  meet  a  major  objective  of  managing  for  multiple  resource 
needs. 

Limited  Use  Alternative:  Most  of  the  available  forage  would  be  allocated 
to  present  and  potential  big  game  needs.  Total  licensed  livestock  use 
would  be  reduced  by  93  percent  to  388  AUMs.  All  remaining  allotments 
would  be  under  a  continuous  seasonal  grazing  system.  The  wild  horse 
herd  would  be  reduced  from  20  to  16  animals.  Range  projects  would  be  the 
same  as  under  the  moderate  use  alternative  except  that  390  acres  of 
manipulated  vegetation  would  be  burned  but  not  seeded,  and  only  about  1 
mile  of  fence  would  be  constructed.  Under  this  alternative,  vegetation 
condition  and  trend  would  improve  more  quickly  and  to  a  greater  extent 
due  to  reduced  consumption  than  under  the  moderate  use  alternative. 

Forage  production  would  increase  51  percent  over  the  present  situation 
(4,799  to  7,229  allocatble  AUMs). 

This  alternative  was  not  adopted  for  reasons  similar  to  the  rejection  of 
the  primitive  use  alternative.  Although  it  enhances  the  vegetation 
resource,  it  does  not  provide  for  a  balanced  use  of  all  the  resources. 

Big  game  animals  are  given  priority  over  all  other  users. 

LAND  USE  PLANNING  DECISIONS  FOR  THE  MOUNT  DOME  PLANNING  UNIT 

Policy  Statements  for  Entire  Planning  Unit 

These  are  statements  of  policy  and  are  not  actual  land  use  allocations. 
Various  laws,  manual  guidance,  and  policy  statements  direct  the  BLM  in 
these  actions. 

1.  Consider  use  of  existing  utility  corridors  prior  to  granting 
rights-of-way. 
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2.  Eliminate  unauthorized  land  use. 

3.  Restore  lands  withdrawn  from  public  sale  and  agricultural  entry 
to  the  application  of  the  public  land  laws. 

4.  Issue  competitive  oil  and  gas  leases  if  drainage  occurs. 

5.  Allow  mineral  leasing  where  development  is  environmentally 
acceptable. 

6.  Allow  mineral  production  where  discoveries  are  made. 

7.  Utilize  existing  mineral  material  sites. 

8.  Establish  a  community  mineral  material  pit,  if  needed,  rather 
than  react  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

.......  .  T  .  .  .  •  |  :  ■?  il  V  •!  . 

9.  Limit  use  of  tracked  vehicles  to  slopes  of  30  percent  or  less 
when  soils  are  identified  as  having  the  potential  for  high  soil 
erodibility. 

10.  Manage  for  the  enhancement  of  officially  listed  sensitive 
species. 

11.  Modify  existing  powerlines  to  ensure  raptor  safety. 

12.  Develop  access  to  public  lands  if  a  need  is  shown. 

13  .  Evaluate  cultural  sites  prior  to  implementing  projects  which 
may  affect  them. 

14.  Public  lands  identified  in  the  future  for  possible  exchange 
will  be  evaluated  on  a  case-by-case  basis.  If  they  meet 
specific  criteria  (listed  in  MFP  III),  they  may  be  determined 
suitable  for  exchange. 

Multiple  Resources  Decisions  For  Entire  Planning  Unit 

Disposal  of  Juniper:  Public  demand  for  firewood  will  be  met  through  the 
disposal  of  juniper  on  2,300  acres  identified  for  juniper  removal.  If 
demand  continues  and  if  conflicts  with  other  resources  do  not  develop, 
additional  areas  will  be  identified  for  firewood  harvesting.  Broadcast 
burning  will  be  used  to  reduce  heavy  concentrations  of  slash  remaining 
after  firewood  has  been  harvested.  Priority  will  be  given  to  areas 
containing  dense  stands  of  juniper  which  are  accessible  to  the  public. 
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Rationale:  Approximately  36  percent  (13,500  acres)  of  the  Mount  Dome 
Planning  Unit  is  covered  by  juniper  woodland,  a  type  that  has  increased 
over  the  past  60-70  years.  Demand  for  firewood  can  be  met  by  making 
this  material  available.  If  a  commercial  demand  becomes  apparent,  areas 
identified  for  hand  felling  will  be  offered  for  sale.  This  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  conversion  projects  and  help  meet  energy  demands. 

Perennial  Vegetation:  All  lands  in  the  planning  unit  will  be  managed 
for  the  continued  production  of  native  perennial  vegetation.  Existing 
seedings  are  areas  where  this  management  system  will  not  meet  this 
objective  and  are,  therefore,  not  included  in  this  recommendation  (Smith 
and  Moore  allotments;  isolated  tracts).  In  order  to  meet  this  objective, 
management  will  consist  of  adjusting  levels  of  livestock  use  up  or  down 
as  indicated  by  monitoring. 

Rationale:  The  invasion  of  annual  grasses  and  the  absence  of  forbs 
greatly  contribute  to  the  present  poor  condition  of  much  of  the  range. 

Native  perennial  vegetation  is  desirable  because  it  is  available  for 
utilization  over  a  longer  period  of  time  and  provides  more  nutrition 
than  invading  exotic  annuals. 

Watershed  Management  (Roads  and  Trails):  Roads  and  trails  will  be 
maintained  as  presently  scheduled.  Waterbars,  ditches,  and  drainage 
aprons  may  be  required  to  prevent  excessive  erosion  and  rutting.  Roads 
throughout  the  planning  unit  may  be  closed  during  the  winter  to  prevent 
damage  to  the  resources.  The  type  of  maintenance  will  depend  on  the 
local  availability  of  equipment. 

Rationale:  There  are  no  surfaced  roads  in  the  area.  This,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  the  existing  roads  were  not  well  designed  and  were  poorly 
constructed,  contributes  to  heavy  erosion  and  rutting  on  certain  stretches 
of  every  road  on  public  land.  Proper  maintenance  and  possible  seasonal 
closures  will  eliminate  much  of  this  damage.  Most  designated  roads  will 
be  maintained  on  a  3  year  schedule. 

Watershed  Management  (Vegetation  Cover):  Vegetation  cover  will  be 
maintained  at  20  to  32  percent  on  public  lands  in  the  Mount  Dome/Tablelands 
and  Sheep  Mountain  prescription  areas,  and  27  to  40  percent  in  the 
Bryant  Mountain  and  Mahogany  Mountain/Coyote  Rfdge  prescription  areas. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  total  annual  biomass  production  will  be  allocated 
to  non-consumptive  needs. 

Rationale:  Currently  the  areas  are  maintaining  a  slight  to  moderate 
erosion  rate.  That  rate  and  the  present  vegetation  cover  will  be  maintained 
through  the  50  percent  allocation. 
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Specific  Decisions  By  Management  Prescription  Area 


The  Bryant  Mountain  Management  Prescription  Area  consists  of  4,200  acres 
of  public  lands  on  the  Cal ifornia-Oregon  border,  directly  east  of  the 
town  of  Tulelake.  Resource  values  identified  in  the  Unit  Resource 
Analysis  are  watershed,  forage  production  for  livestock  and  wildlife, 
and  opportunities  for  off-road  vehicle  (ORV)  use.  There  are  currently 
640  AUMs  available  for  allocation.  The  area  is  considered  key  winter 
range  for  the  Inter-State  Deer  Herd. 

Specific  decisions  are: 

1.  Exchange.  All  public  land  in  this  prescription  area  will  be 
considered  for  exchange.  The  criteria  noted  in  Policy  Statements 

for  Entire  Planning  Unit,  Number  14,  will  be  applied  to  determine  which 
parcels  are  suitable  for  exchange. 

Rationale:  Although  many  of  the  public  lands  are  somewhat  isolated  by 
private  land  and  possess  less  obvious  resource  values  than  the  solid-block 
public  land  areas,  they  do  contain  many  intrinsic  values  for  the  public. 

In  recent  years,  owners  of  private  land  have  become  more  possessive  and 
protective  of  their  lands,  limiting  the  general  public's  access  to  "open 
areas"  such  as  isolated  public  lands.  These  public  lands  provide  for 
rights-of-way  projects,  wildlife  habitat,  scenic  diversity,  and  increasingly 
important  recreational  opportunities.  Although  they  may  be  considered 
to  have  limited  resource  values  today,  they  could  someday  provide  an 
area  for  a  needed  community  recreation  or  public  purpose  site  (R&PP). 

Each  parcel  should  be  evaluated  to  assess  the  long-term  values  and  the 
short-term  values  of  these  lands. 

2.  Off-Road  Vehicles.  The  Bryant  Mountain  prescription  area  will 
be  designated  as  open  to  ORV  use  except  for  those  parcels  identified  as 
highly  or  extremely  archaeol ogical  ly  sensitive.  In  these  areas,  vehicles 
will  be  limited  to  designated  roads  and  trails.  Designations  are  shown 
on  the  attached  map. 

Rationale:  Currently  there  is  little  or  no  use  of  the  public  lands  by 
ORVs  in  this  area.  As  a  result,  there  has  been  no  damage  to  other 
resources.  Potential  disturbance  or  destruction  of  cultural  sites  by 
vehicles  can  be  avoided  by  limiting  use  to  existing  roads  and  trails  in 
sensitive  areas. 

The  Mount  Dome-Tabl elands  Management  Prescription  Area  is  a  9,800  acre 
block  of  public  lands  immediately  south  of  the  lower  Klamath  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  (NWR).  Resource  values  identified  in  the  Unit  Resource 
Analysis  are  forage  production  for  wildlife  and  livestock,  diatomite 
deposits,  a  small  amount  of  merchantable  timber,  and  cultural  resources. 
Mount  Dome  proper  is  used  as  a  winter  roost  by  as  many  as  250  bald 
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eagles.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  roosting  areas  iri  the  Klamath 
Basin.  The  tablelands  are  used  as  kidding  areas  by  pronghorn  antelope 
and  as  a  key  wintering  area  by  mule  deer. 

The  tablelands  have  been  included  in  an  Allotment  Management  Plan  since 
1968.  The  allotment  is  showing  improving  range  condition.  Range  management 
decisions  and  proposed  improvements  should  facilitate  this  upward  trend. 

Management  of  the  area  will  emphasize  the  range  and  wildlife  values  that 
are  present.  BLM  will  work  closely  with  United  States  Pumice  Company, 
the  mining  claimant,  to  ensure  that  any  mineral  development  proceeds  in 
an  environmentally  acceptable  manner. 

Specific  decisions  are: 

1.  Exchange.  The  public  land  parcel  (SW%SW%  Sec.  15,  T.  46  N.,  R. 

2  E.)  will  be  considered  for  exchange.  Acquisition  of  private  parcels* 
around  Mount  Dome  will  be  considered. 

Rationale:  The  parcel  considered  for  exchange  is  surrounded  by  private 
land  and  is  difficult  to  manage.  Consolidation  of  public  lands  on  Mount 
Dome  will  allow  more  effective  management  of  Mount  Dome  proper.  In 
addition,  increased  ownership  will  facilitate  management  flexibility  of 
the  bald  eagle  habitat  on  Mount  Dome. 

2.  Off-Road  Vehicles.  The  Mount  Dome-Tablelands  prescription 
area  will  be  designated  as  being  open  to  ORV  use  except  for  the  southern 
side  of  Mount  Dome  and  the  parcel  between  the  Modoc  Forest  and  Lower 
Klamath  NWR.  Vehicles  will  be  limited  to  designated  (existing)  roads 
and  trails  in  these  specific  areas. 

Rationale:  Currently  there  is  little  use  of  this  area  for  ORV  activities 
and  what  does  occur  is  by  ranchers  in  conduction  with  their  daily 
activities.  No  resource  damage  is  taking  place.  The  only  potential 
damage  is  to  cultural  sites  located  in  the  area.  These  sites  are  significant 
because  they  are  associated  with  the  Modoc  Indian  War.  In  limiting 
traffic  to  designated  (existing)  roads  and  trails,  the  potential  damage 
or  destruction  of  these  sites  can  be  reduced. 

3.  Historic  Sites.  Historic  sites  Sisk  230,  436,  and  438,  will  be 
nominated  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Rationale:  Part  of  the  final  retreat  of  the  Hot  Creek  Band  of  Captain 
Jack's  Modoc  Indians  took  place  on  lands  currently  managed  by  the  BLM 
around  Mount  Dome.  Recognition  of  these  sites  will  complement  the  better 
known  sites  in  the  Lava  Beds  National  Monument. 
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The  Mahogany  Mountain-Coyote  Ridge  Mountain  Management  Prescription  Area 

consists  of  14,900  acres  of  public  lands  southeast  of  Dorris,  California. 

Resource  values  identified  in  the  Unit  Resource  Analysis  are  forage  for 
livestock,  wildlife,  and  wild  horses,  and  watershed  values.  This  area 
is  considered  to  be  deer  winter  range  and  provides  the  majority  of  the 
home  range  for  a  herd  of  20  wild  horses.  Current  forage  production  is 
1,822  AUMs. 

Management  of  this  area  will  be  aimed  toward  the  production  of  forage 
and  the  protection  of  cultural  values.  Archaeological  sites  in  the  Red 
Rock  Lakes  area  and  on  Coyote  Ridge  are  of  major  significance  as  they 
relate  to  the  Modoc  Indian  War  period. 

Specific  decisions  are: 

1.  Exchange.  Two  parcels  (SW%NE%  Sec.  6,  T.  46  N. ,  R.  2  E.,  and 
W*£E h,  Sec.  4,  T.  46  N. ,  R.  1  E.)  should  be  considered  for  exchange  with 
adjoining  private  parties. 

Rationale:  Private  parties  have  expressed  interest  in  acquiring  these 
parcels.  The  parcels  are  completely  surrounded  by  private  lands  and 
would  fit  into  their  ranch  operations  as  integral  parts.  These  parcels 
are  currently  difficult  to  manage  because  of  their  locations. 

2.  Wild  Horses.  The  wild  horse  herd  in  this  management  area  will 
be  maintained  at  16  animals.  This  will  require  an  allocation  of  185H^ 

AUMs  to  support  the  herd  and  allow  for  an  improvement  in  habitat  condition. 
Numbers  will  be  monitored  and  the  herd  will  be  reduced  when  the  population 
'reaches  25  animals. 

Rationale:  Management  of  the  wild  horses  in  this  area  was  one  of  the 
issues  and  concerns  in  which  the  public,  both  national  and  local, 
expressed  interest.  All  commentors  wanted  a  wild  horse  herd  maintained 
in  the  planning  unit.  It  is  generally  accepted  that  16  animals  do  not 
make  a  viable  wild  horse  herd.  However,  considering  the  limited  area  of 
"home  range",  range  condition,  and  carrying  capacity  based  on  1979 
inventories  and  that  the  horses  are  confined  to  this  area  by  fences  and 
topography,  this  number  is  the  maximum  the  range  can  presently  support 
and  yet  show  an  improvement  in  condition. 

3.  Lease  Adjustment.  Boundaries  of  the  following  leases  will  be 
adjusted  by  assignment  of  portions  of  an  existing  lease: 

1)  David  Ericson 
Perry  Lange r 

Approximately  310  acres  of  David  Ericson1 s  lease  in 
Secs.  21,  28  and  34,  T.  47  N.,  R.  IE.,  will  be 
assigned  to  Perry  Langer. 
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2)  Porterfield  Ranch  #1 
David  Erics on 


Approximately  90  acres  of  Porterfield's  lease  in 
Sec.  35,  T.  47  N.  1  E.,  will  be  assigned  to 
David  Ericson. 

3)  Don  Ericson 
Porterfield 

. 

< 

The  fence  separating  these  leases  in  Sec.  2,  T,  46 
N.,  R.  1  E,  will  not  be  moved.  The  lease  will’be 
rewritten  to  include  all  lands  within  the  fence 
totaling  approximately  140  acres. 

1  .  :  ■ 


Rationale:  These  assignments  are  needed  so  that  leases  will  Cover  lands 
that  are  physically  possible  for  the  operators  to  utfITze  and  also  to 
charge  fees  for  only  those  lands. 

^  ■  :  -  ■  MM  ■  :  ;  ■  ■  . 

.  ff^oad  Vehicles*  The  use  of  ORVs  in  this  management  area  will 

be  limited  to  designated  roads  and  trails  in  the  Coyote  Ridge  portion 
and  unrestricted  in  the  Mahogany  Mountain  parcel .  The  boundary  of  the 
two  areas  will  be  the  line  between  Townships  46  North  and  47  North 
.bssmimfs  ad  fCrw  mmf  if  it*  'to  \ 

Rationale:  Presently  there  is  very  little  damage  to  this  area  directly 
due  to  ORVs.  However,  ORVs  have  been  used  to  gain  access  to  off-road 
cuUural  si tes  which  have  been  disturbed  or  vandalized.  By  limiting  ? 
traffic  to  designated  roads  and  trails,  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
damage  is  expected. 

■  ~  ;  fa?  ,  ■  it  'fill 

5.  Historic  Sites.  Historic  sites  Sisk  455,  457,  464*  and  465 
will  be  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

;r'  li  r'  '  ■  ■  ■ Of?  i  y  i  f  fflt  ;  |  -  |  ■ 

Rationale:  The  Coyote  Ridge  portion  of  this  management  area  was  the 
site  of  one  skirmish  and  the  last  of  the  retreats  of  the  Hot  Creek  Band 
of  Captain  Jack's  Modoc  Indians.  Recognition  of  this  area  and  the  site 
it  contains  would  compliment  the  better  known  Lava  Beds  sites  and  enhance 
the  story  of  this  group  of  Indians. 


•i  'V* 
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acres  of  public  lands. 


.  n  1 1,1  f  <  sj  }  % 

m  p 


:  6i  m 
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Area  contains  approximately 


d  about  6  miles  east  of  the 


town  of  Mount  Hebron.  Resource  values  identified  in  the  Unit  Resources 
Analysis  consist  of  forage  production  for  livestock  and  wildlife  and  a 
small  stand  of  ponderosa  pine. 


Management  of  the  area  will  emphasize  the  values  and  opportunities  that 
are  available  for  forage  production  and  wildlife  habitat  protection  and 
enhancement.  A  major  component  of  these  programs  will  be  vegetation 
manipulation  involving  juniper  conversion  and  mahogany  pruning. 
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Specific  decisions  are: 

Q,  l-  F°r?st  Management.  The  small  stand  of  timber  located  on  top  of 
Sheep  Mountain  will  be  managed  to  provide  suitable  habitat  for 
golden  eagles. 

Rationale.  This  stand  of  timber  provides  important  nesting  habitat  for 
golden  eagles.  Management  for  timber  production  is  not  realistic  because 
of  marginal  precipitation  and  adverse  location.  This  stand  has  been  and 
will  remain  outside  the  allowable  cut  base. 

tjrii  nNJfto  ihp&f  tf&  ehyJjj'f!  oj  - 

, .  [-ease  Adjustments.  Boundaries  of  the  following  leases  will  be 
adjusted  by  assignment  of  portions  of  an  existing  lease: 


1)  Beck  Ranch,  Inc. 
David  Erics on 


ft 


i  f 


-y?j>  7  jfl  V ..."  7 

IP  inj  181  aftff  ?r?c--=i  .vf  ife.rf  a 

,  V  7:0  luf 

Approximately  240  acres  of  Beck's  lease  in  Sec. 


IlHil  j 

n$  3&flS 
1  ■§!>■  i  iff  a 

28,  T.  46 


art, 


p  r 


1  ■  ••  S  *  ##  mi 

'  ; :  .  I  pd  ;  ■  :  . .  il  '  -  ■  u  - 


Ra  1  E.,  will  be  assigned  to  David  Ericson.* 

.rvoq  SyMifl  OV.03  9/fd 

i  2)  Truax 

/iltioH  \*  bm  ai5  iqrrtiffwoT  nmufBd  wit  ml  ntw  §.$m% 

Approximately  60  acres  of  this  lease  will  be  eliminated. 

D  4--  l  '  '  *  111  *  % 

Rationale:  These  adjustments  are  needed  to  enable  operators  to  lease 
lands _that  they^can  physically  utilize.  They  would  then  be  paying  fees 
only  for  those  lands  and  AUMs  they  use. 

.  Tm  y  i  ©tpf  >f 

°Tf“Roa<!  Vehlcles-  The  entire  Sheep  Mountain  prescription 
area  will  be  designated  as  open  to  ORV  use,  * 

*'  '  OJ'S  I H  ;  '  1  :  I  I  -  ■  ■  •  ‘  >0  ^  |  | 

Rationale:  Currently  there  is  little  use  and  no  damage  by  ORVs  in  the 
area, 

tu  t  •, !  :  f 

Jne  Isolated  Tracts  Prescription  Area  consists  of  approximately  4,500 
acres  of  scattered  isolated  tracts.  They  are  concentrated  around  the 
towns  of  Dorris,  Mount  Hebron,  and  Newell.  The  resources  they  contain 
cover  the  entire  spectrum  of  natural  and  cultural  resources.  There  are 
scattered  stands  of  timber,  golden  eagles.  National  Register  quality 

historic  sites,  and  rangelands  that  are  in  good  condition. 

-  ■  = 

Management  direction  for  these  parcels  is  as  varied  as  the  parcels 
themselves.  The  lands  around  Dorris  have  relatively  low  value,  while 
those  around  Mount  Hebron  have  potential  for  forage  production,  and 
those  around  Newell  are  extremely  high  in  cultural  values.  Short-term 
management  should  be  directed  at  maintaining  the  present  resource  values, 
while  long-term  management  should  be  toward  disposal  through  exchange  if* 
the  parcels  meet  exchange  criteria. 
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Specific  decisions  are: 

1.  Exchange.  All  public  lands  in  this  area  will  be  considered  for 
exchange  except  where  significant  archaeological  values  are  present 
Priority  will  be  given  to  acquiring  lands  that  will  consolidate  and’ 
enhance  ownership  and  use  patterns  of  other  lands  managed  by  BLM. 

Rationale:  Thesjg  scattered  lands  are  isolated  and  fragmented.  Acquired 
lands  may  provide  more  opportunity  for  management  and  also  satisfy  a 
greater  public  need.  J 

[^blic  Purpose  Land  Transfers.  Transfers  of  public  lands 
through  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purpose  Act  (R&PP)  to  the  State,  the 
two  counties  in  the  planning  unit,  and  local  communities  or  public 
purposes  will  be  considered  on  lands  within  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  communities  or  the  State  highways  when  the  request  for  such  lands 
meets  the  follow! ng  criteria;  1)  suitable  private  land  is  unavailable 
and  2)  cultural  values  can  be  protected. 

i  I  j§  f  •  I'v  '  '  -  /: 

Rationale:  In  the  past,  the  majority  of  interest  in  acquiring  lands  for 
public  purpose  has  been  in  the  Tulelake  and  Newell  areas.  Recently 
l^nUc  5dS  interest  by  local  government  agencies  in  acquiring 

lnddn,.h?^tieiH  needs*  ne®d  is  justified  by  local  public  officials 

and  public  lands  are  suitable,  transfers  by  lease  or  sale  will  be  considered 

•  A  ’  »!,  A  '  hn  St  Is  S.  %  *  .  I , 


fife 


3*  +0f!n!!Oad  Vehicles.  This  prescription  area  will  be  designated 
as  open  to  ORV  use  except  for  those  parcels  identified  as  highly  or 
extremely  archaeological ly  sensitive.  In  these  areas,  vehicles 
will  be  limited  to  designated  roads  and  trails.  Designations  are 
shown  on  the  attached  map.  y 

’ 

nmV0™1?;.  Currently  there  is  little  or  no  use  of  the  public  lands  by 
0  Vs  in  this  area.  As  a  result,  there  is  no  damage  to  other  resources. 
Potential  disturbance  or  destruction  of  cultural  sites  by  vehicles  can 

be  avoided  by  limiting  use  to  designated  roads  and  trails  in  sensitive 
areas.  . 

OQQ  •?;  t!istoric  Sl*!es-  S1tes  CA-MOD-22,  27,  28,  and  CA-030- 

028  will  be  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 


Rationale:  Three  of  these  sites  contain  examples  of  Indian  rock  art 
which  should  be  protected.  The  other  site  is  what  remains  of  a  Japanese- 
American  internment  camp.  All  have  historic  significance  and  should  be 
given  some  degree  of  protection  and  recognition. 

CONCLUSION 


This  document  summarizes  the  BLM  planning  decisions  for  the  Mount  Dome 
area.  Details  of  the  decisions  and  information  used  to  make  them  may  be 
found  at  the  BLM  Redding  District  Office,  355  Hemsted  Drive,  Redding, 
California,  96002.  The  telephone  number  is  (916)  246-5325.  Inquiries 
should  be  directed  to  Mr.  Jan  Miller,  Siskiyou  Area  Manager. 
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